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CAPInv. 1328: Orphikoi

I. LOCATION

i. Geographical area Black Sea Region

ii. Region North coast of the Black Sea

iii. Site Olbia

II. NAME

i. Full name (original language) Ὀρφικοί (IGDOP 94a, l. 4)

ii. Full name (transliterated) Orphikoi

III. DATE

i. Date(s) vi BC

IV. NAME AND TERMINOLOGY

ii. Name elements
Cultic: Orphikoi: Orphic cults, Dionysiac

association

V. SOURCES

i. Source(s) IGDOP 94a (vi BC)
IGDOP 94b (vi BC)
IGDOP 94c (vi BC)

Note See also: Harland 2004: 11-12

Online Resources IGDOP 94a
IGDOP 94b
IGDOP 94c

i.a. Source type(s) Epigraphic source(s)

http://epigraphy.packhum.org/text/184168
http://epigraphy.packhum.org/text/184169
http://epigraphy.packhum.org/text/184170
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i.b. Document(s) typology & language/script Greek Orphic inscription. On the last line: Ὀρφικοί, Orphikoi.

i.c. Physical format(s) Bone tablet

VI. BUILT AND VISUAL SPACE

i. Archaeological remains The bone tablet itself and the other ones belonging to the same series (IGDOP 94b-c, with Orphic
inscriptions but without the explicit mention of the Ὀρφικοί, Orphikoi). Possibly also the bronze mirror
IGDOP 92 with Dionysiac inscription.

IX. MEMBERSHIP

ii. Gender Men

Note Possibly only men

iii. Age Adults

Note Possibly only adults

X. ACTIVITIES

iii. Worship Reference to Dionysos suggests worship by the group: IGDOP 94a, l. 3: Διό(νυσος), Dio(nysos); cf.
IGDOP 94c, l. 1: Διόν(υσος), Dion(ysos).

Deities worshipped Dionysos

XII. NOTES

i. Comments The Orphic nature of the three inscriptions on bone tablets IGDOP 94a-c is obvious. Less clear is the
relationship between Orphics and Dionysos. The Olbian Βορεικοὶ θιασῖται, Boreikoi thiasitai (to be
connected with Apollo's cult: see CAPInv. 1258), also sign an Orphic inscription (IGDOP 95).
Nevertheless, the name of Dionysos is explicitly mentioned on both IGDOP 94a and 94c, which allows
to attribute the tablets without any doubt to an Orphic-Dionysiac association. Thus, one can connect this
Orphic society with Hdt. 4.78-80 about the Scythian king Skyles, who attempted to be initiated into the
mysteries of Dionysos Bakcheios in Olbia and was killed by his subjects for this reason.
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XIII. EVALUATION

i. Private association Probable

Note See XII.i.


