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CAPInv. 115: hoi technitai hoi peri ton Dionyson kai theous Adelphous kai hoi
ten synodon nemontes

i.  Geographical area Egypt

ii. Nome Thinites (U08)

iii. Site Ptolemais Hermeiou

i. Full name (original language) ol Teyvitar ot mepl TOV Atdvucov kol HBsodg Adehpovg kai ol thv cbvodov vépovieg (LProse 3, 11. 1-3)

ii. Full name (transliterated) hoi technitai hoi peri ton Dionyson kai theous Adelphous kai hoi ten synodon nemontes

i. Date(s) 269 - 246 BC

i. Name in other forms ot teyvital ol [mepi] tov péyav Advocov kal Beovg Adehoois hoi technitai hoi [peri] ton megan

Dionyson kai theous Adelphous (1.Prose 3, 1. 7-8); ot texvitar ol mepi tOV Atdvucov kai Ogovg Adedpoig
hoi technitai hoi peri ton Dionyson kai theous Adelphous (1.Prose 6, 11. 1-2); 10 KOWOV T@®V TEPL TOV
Advocov texvitdv fo koinon ton peri ton Dionyson techniton (1.Prose 6, 1. 14)

ii. Name elements . .
Professional: technitai

Theophoric: Dionysus
theoi Adelphoi (royal cult of Ptolemy II
and Arsinoe II)

iii. Descriptive terms cbvodoc, synodos
Kkowdv, koinon
teyvitevpa, techniteuma

Note Synodos: 1.Prose 3, 1. 3.
Koinon: 1.Prose 6, 1. 14.
Techniteuma: 1.Prose 6, 1. 11
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i.  Source(s)

Note

Online Resources

I.Prose 3 (269-246 BC)
I.Prose 6 (269-246 BC)

Other editions of I.Prose 3: OGIS I 50; SB V 8854; Feste 57; AGRW 297; Aneziri E1; Le Guen I 60.
Other editions of I.Prose 6: OGIS I 51; SB V 8855; Feste 58; AGRW 298; Aneziri E2; Le Guen 1 61.

I.Prose 3; TM 6374; AGRW ID 2939

I.Prose 6; TM 6375; AGRW ID 2966

i.a. Source type(s)

Epigraphic source(s)

i.b. Document(s) typology & language/script

Greek honorific decrees by the association.

i.c. Physical format(s)

ii. References to buildings/objects

iii. Members

Stelai.

K1660G / K1Tt0g 6TéQavog, kissos / kittos stephanos (1.Prose 3, 1. 5; 1.Prose 6, 1. 16)
yhAeiopa, psephisma (1.Prose 3, 1. 11; L.Prose 6, 1. 24)

otiAn, stele (I.Prose 3, 1. 11, 13; L.Prose 6, 1. 24)

vewg t0d Atovicov, neos tou Dionysou (I.Prose 3, 1. 12; 1.Prose 6, 1. 25)

glkov yparti, eikon grapte (I.Prose 6, 1. 22)

TPOGTAG ToD TpLTAVEiOV, prostas tou prytaneiou (1.Prose 6, 1. 22)

I.Prose 3 makes a distinction between the technitai proper (oi texvitar ol Tepi TOV Advvcov kol 0govg
'Adehpovc, hoi technitai hoi peri ton Dionyson kai theous Adelphous, 11. 1-2) and those who took part in
the association without properly being technitai (ot Tyv cOvodov vépovteg, hoi ten synodon nemontes, 11.
2-3) — Dunand 1986: 92 and n. 37, however, thinks that we are dealing here with two distinct (although
connected) associations. I.Prose 6 records the list of members according to their discipline or speciality
(tragic poets, comic poets, epic poets, citharoedic singers, citharists, dancers, tragic actors, comedians,
tragic second actors, chorus leaders, tragic flute-players, trumpeters, costumers), among whom there also
appear pdEevor, proxenoi (1. 111.34) and gioteyvita, philotechnitai (1. 111.41).

iv. Officials

i. Treasury/Funds

ISSN 24462500  KIDSO

The association had an oikovépog, oikonomos, who took care of the expenses for the setting up of the
stelai; his name was Sosibios (I.Prose 3, 11. 12-14; I.Prose 6, 11. 25-26).

There was also a ypoppatedg tod kowod, grammateus tou koinou, called Demarchos (I.Prose 6, 11.
23-24).

The association also had a religious official in charge of the celebrations for the triennial and yearly
festivals: 6 mpdg 1ol iepoiq Thg TpleTnpidog kol dugietnpidoc, ho pros tois hierois tes trieteridos kai
amphieteridos (1.Prose 6, 11. 27-28). The man was called Zopyros and was assisted in the performance of
his duties by his two brothers Dionysius and Taurinos.

The technitai had common funds which were used to set up the mentioned inscriptions and were
administered by the treasurer or oikonomos (1.Prose 3, 1l. 12-14; 1.Prose 6, 11. 25-26).
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i. Number

The association of technitai had more than 38 members (as attested by the fragmentary list in I.Prose 6).

ii. Gender

Note

Men

The list in I.Prose 6 only records men. Given the 'professional' character of the association, it seems
reasonable to believe that the membership was made up of men only.

v. Relations

At least three members of the association of fechnitai were linked by family bonds: the three brothers
Dionysius, Taurinos, and Zopyros (who was in charge of the religious celebrations for the triennial and
yearly festivals, I.Prose 6 11. 27-1.29).

vi. Proper names and physical features

ii. Meetings and events

I.Prose 3:
Atovisiog Movoatov mpitavig dia fiov: he is honoured by the technitai
Soocipiog oi[kov]ouo[g]

I.Prose 6

Avoipoyog Irolepatiov Tooctpdrevg, O imndpyng kol mpdrovig S Plov: he is honoured by the technitai
Afpapyog ypappateds Tod kowod (he was probably an epic poet, cf. infra)

Tooipiog olkovépog

Zdmopog 6 Tpog Toig 1epoig Thg Tpretnpidog kai dupietnpidog (he was probably a tragic second actor, cf.
infra)

Awviciog, Zopyros' brother

Tavpivog, Zopyros' brother

Tpay®d1®d momtai: Gatvinrog, Adyvnrog

KOUoIOV Tomtal: Trpatayos, Movcoiog

Endv momtal: Afpapyog (most probably the ypoppateds 100 kowvod), Ocoyévng, Aptepidopog
K0op®doG: Mévimmog

kiapiotiig: ‘Hpdxiertog

dpynotic: TTtodepoiog

Tpay®dds: Mntpddmpog

kopedoi: Tehépoyog, Ayadddwpog, AToArmviog, AckAnmddmpog AToddmviov, Atorldvioc, Admpog
cuvaymvietal tpayikol: Atolwvidng Apddvog, Khietrog, [I1]tolepaios, [Zd]mvpog (most probably 6
np0G 101G 1epoig Thg TpieTnpidog kol dupietnpidoc)

AaOANTIG TPaykOG: Opankidng

GOATIKTAG: OpacVpoKog

okevonoldc: Bdrov

npdEevor: Anpuitprog, Paidipog, Aptepidmpog, Tmovdi[ag], Aloviciog

erhoteqvitar: Anpitprog, Zrépavos, Aéwv, Aptepidmpoc, Anpitpiog, Apiotdvoug

The honours conferred by the fechnitai in 1.Prose 3 are to be announced during the festivals of Dionysus
(t& Awovboio, ta Dionysia: 1.Prose 3, 11. 9-10). In I.Prose 6, the association's benefactor was to be
crowned on 11 Perittios, during the festivals of Dionysus (I.Prose 6, 11. 15-17). The association was
therefore to meet in that circumstance, as well as for the triennial festivals (I.Prose 6, 11. 27-28).

iii. Worship

Deities worshipped

The technitai showed a particular devotion for the god Dionysus as the stelai were to be set up in front of
his temple (I.Prose 3, 11. 11-12 and I.Prose 6, 1. 25) and the association was active and present during the
annual festivals of the god (I.Prose 3, 1. 9-10 and I.Prose 6, 1l. 15-17). The technitai also met and
organised festivals (probably in honour of Dionysus too) celebrated every other year (I.Prose 6, 1.
27-28).

Dionysus

iv. Honours/Other activities
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The technitai honoured two life-prytaneis of the polis of Ptolemais Hermeiou: 1) Dionysius, son of
Mousaios, (the man also appears in an honorific inscription by the polis: I.Prose 4), was honoured with
an ivy crown and a stele for his benevolence towards the city and the association and the honours were to
be solemnly announced during the festivals of Dionysus (I.Prose 3). 2) Lysimachos, son of Ptolemaios,
of the deme Sostrateus, hipparches, (he served as grammateus of the boule and was honoured by the
council and the assembly of Ptolemais Hermeiou: cf. I.Prose 5, 276/5 BC) was to be crowned with an ivy
crown during the festivals of Dionysus because of his devotion towards King Ptolemy II, Dionysus and
the other gods, and for his benevolence towards the King and his parents, and the technitai. A portrait of
the man was also commissioned and was to be hung at the entrance of the prytaneion. Finally the
honorific decree was to be inscribed on stone at the association's expense (I.Prose 6).

Page 3 of 4



i. Local interaction The technitai entertained relations with the local authorities, as they honoured two life-prytaneis of the
polis of Ptolemais Hermeiou, who do not seem to be members (I.Prose 3 and 6). Furthermore, a portrait
of one of the benefactors is to be set up in the vestibule of the prytaneion itself (I.Prose 6, 11. 21-22:
avadeivar 8 adt[od] | kal elkéva ypoamtnyv &v T Tpoctddt Tod mputaveiov, anatheinai d'autou kai eikona
grapten en te prostadi tou prytaneiou). The association seems to have been also somehow connected with
the local temple of Dionysus, as the two honorific stelai were to be set up in front of the said temple: ©p0
10D vem 100 Atovicov, pro tou neo tou Dionysou (1.Prose 3, 1. 12 and I.Prose 6, 1. 25).

iii. Bibliography Dunand, F. (1986), 'Les associations dionysiaques au service du pouvoir lagide (Ille s. av. J.-C.)', in
L'association dionysiaque dans les sociétés anciennes. Actes de Ia table ronde organisée par I'Ecole
frangaise de Rome, Rome: 85-103.

i. Private association Certain

Note The terminology used (technitai, synodos, koinon, techniteuma), the internal organisation, and the
officials make it certain that we have here a private association.
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