Author: NIKOLAOS GIANNAKOPOULOS

CAPInv. 778: to bennos ho Totrianos or to bennos <to> Otrianos

i.  Geographical area Western Asia Minor

ii. Region Bithynia

iii. Site Prusias ad Hypium

i. Full name (original language) 10 Bévvog 6 Totpravdg or 10 Bévvog <10> Otpravds (SEG 58: 1453, 11. 1-2)
ii. Full name (transliterated) to bennos ho Totrianos or to bennos <to> Otrianos

i. Date(s) 1.iBC - iii AD

ii. Name elements

Cultic: bennos. See below under field XIIL.i:
Comments
Personal: Totrianos or Otrianos? See below under

field XILi: Comments.

Topographical: Totrianos or Otrianos? See below under
field XILi: Comments.

iii. Descriptive terms Bévvoc, bennos
Note bennos: SEG 58: 1453, 1. 1
i.  Source(s) SEG 58: 1453 (i BC - iii AD)
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Note

See also:
Adak, Akyiirek Sahin and Giines 2008: 81-2 no. 5
BE2010: no. 846.

i.a. Source type(s)

Epigraphic source(s)

i.b. Document(s) typology & language/script

Honorary inscription in Greek erected by the bennos for Menagoras and his wife Menophila.

i.c. Physical format(s)

Marble pedimental stele with wreath.

ii. Source(s) provenance

i. Founder(s)

iv. Honours/Other activities

i. Comments

The inscription was found in Akkaya K&y, in the area of Prusias ad Hypium.

See below under field XII.i: Comments.

The bennos attributed a crown (1. 3: atepavol, stephanoi) to Menagoras and Menophila as a response to
generosities offered by the couple (1. 6: &veka phodo&iac, heneka philodoxias). See below under field
XILi: Comments.

Bennos is a term denoting a religious association devoted to the cult of the fertility god Zeus Bennios
(see Sahin 1978; Drew-Bear and Naour 1991: 1956-61 and 1987-91; Schwabl 1999; Adak, Akyiirek
Sahin and Giines 2008: 81-2).

In 11. 1-2 of the inscription the name of the honouring group appears as: 10 Bévvog 6 Totpravdc (to
bennos ho Totrianos). The first editors (Adak, Akyiirek Sahin and Giines 2008: 81-2 no. 5) gave the
following translation: ‘The religious association which is called Totrianos’. However, the obvious
grammatical inconsistency between the definite article and the relative pronoun led Brixhe (BE 2010: no.
846) to assume a possible mistake on the engraver’s part and to suggest the following reading: t6 Bévvog
<10>'Otpravdg (to bennos <to> Otrianos). As Brixhe himself admits, this does not solve the problem of
the inconsistency between the masculine Otrianos and the neutral bennos. Totrianos or Otrianos may be
an adjective denoting either the founder of the association or the place where the group held its meetings.
The cost of the honours awarded to Menagoras and his wife may indicate the existence of a common
treasury of the bennos, but there is no clear proof for that. The cost may have been covered from ad hoc
contributions paid by the members of the group. If the bennos had a common treasury, the members may
have been obliged to offer contributions.
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i. Private association Certain

Note The term bennos in this inscription denotes a private cultic association.
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