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CAPInv. 51: hoi synagontes en Setei tei tou Dionysou nesoi basilistai

i.  Geographical area Egypt

ii. Nome Elephantine (U01)

iii. Site Setis

i. Full name (original language) ol ouvdyovteg &v Zijtet Tht 100 Aovicov viioot Basihotal (1.Th.Sy. 303, 11. 5-6)
ii. Full name (transliterated) hoi synagontes en Setei tei tou Dionysou nesoi basilistai

i. Date(s) 143 /142 BC

ii. Name elements

Cultic: basilistai
Geographical: Setis he tou Dionysou nesos
iii. Descriptive terms oOvodog, synodos
Note Synodos: 1. 13, 17
i.  Source(s) L.Th.Sy. 303 (143/142 BC)
Note The inscription is also recorded under SEG XXXI 1545. Previous editions: CIG III 4893; OGIS I 130;
SB V 8394.
Online Resources LTh.Sy. 303
T™ 6329
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http://epigraphy.packhum.org/inscriptions/oi?ikey=226870&bookid=380&region=11
https://www.trismegistos.org/text/6329

i.a. Source type(s) Epigraphic source(s)

i.b. Document(s) typology & language/script =~ Greck dedication on behalf of Ptolemy VIII Euergetes 11, Cleopatra II, and their children, by Herodes,
son of Demophon, Berenikeus, archisomatophylax and strategos, and the other basilistai.

i.c. Physical format(s) Stele
ii. Source(s) provenance Found by E. Riippel in 1817 in the portico of the temple on the island of Setis.
ii. References to buildings/objects otiAn, stele (1. 11)
ii.  Leadership npootdng, prostates (1. 16)
Eponymous office The prostates, together with the hiereus of the association, is an eponymous office and used for dating.

Cf. 1. 15-17: émi | Moziov T0d Appoviov Tpoctdrov kol | Atovusiov t0D Anorloviov iepéwg The
ovvddov, epi Papiou tou Ammoniou prostatou kai Dionysiou tou Apolloniou hiereos tes synodou

iv. Officials iepedg thg cuvddov, hiereus tes synodou (1. 17)

Eponymous officials The hiereus of the association, together with the prostates, is an eponymous office and used for dating.
Cf. 1. 15-17: éni | Moziov T0d Appoviov Tpoostdrov kol | Atovuciov t0d Anorloviov lepéwg The
ovvddov, epi Papiou tou Ammoniou prostatou kai Dionysiou tou Apolloniou hiereos tes synodou

viii. Obligations Members are to contribute money for offerings towards sacrifices and libations on the ninth day of every
month and on the eponymous days: <t>a. | Tp0Og T0g Ovoiag kai omovddg tag Ecopévag | &v Tht cuvddmt
Kot T0¢ TpdTag évdtag Tod | unvdg £xdotov kai Tag dAlag émwvipovg fuépag | §1” Exdotov
elogvnveypéva yprinota, ta pros tas thysias kai spondas tas esomenas en tei synodoi kata tas protas
enatas tou menos hekastou kai tas allas eponymous hemeras di'hekastou eisenenegmena chremata (11.

11-15).
iii. Income Cf. VILvii 'Obligations'.
i. Number The inscription records 30 names as members of the association (including prostates and hiereus): 1.
16-44.
ii. Gender Men
iii. Age Adults
Note Given the military nature of the basilistai the members of the association were most probably (ex-

)soldiers and adults.
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iv. Status

The basilistai were an association with a military background and its members probably belonged to the
army, as active or retired soldiers. One of its members, Herodes, son of Demophon, Berenikeus (either
the ethnic for the 'city' of Berenice at the Red Sea or more probably a demotic of the polis of Ptolemais
Hermeiou, citizenship of which Herodes would have been granted: cf. Letronne 1842: 393 and Mooren
1977: 127) had the aulic title of archisomatophylax and held the office of strategos; he also had religious
offices in the temple of Setis and nearby area according to I.Louvre 14 (cf. CAPInv. 48). The
membership of the association consists of both people with Greek names and people with Egyptian
names.

vi. Proper names and physical features

ii. Meetings and events

Moriog Appoviov Tpostdng
Aroviciog Anoirmviov igpedg Thg cuvédon
Hpdidng Anpoedvtog Bepevikedg, O dpyioopato@drof kol otpatnyds
‘Eppiog Appovion

OAppov OAAUP®OVOS
Appdviog Arorwviov
Meteapdnpic avoderog
Awpiov Amodioviov
YévyvouPig IMehaiov
Mavickog Kepdimvog
Yevronpig Tetiolog
Mpdrapyog Mpotdpyov
Mpwtiov ‘Hpaxieidov
Sapoariov Arolwviov
Awovioiog Kepdiwvog
TTdyvodPig Totéovg

Telaiag ehaiov

Saporiov Appoviov
Appdviog Atolmviov
Ackinmddng Mroepaiov
Eeviddng Trdyov

Awvicilog Appmviov
Apuddiog Baciheldov
Nnowwme — —

Awvicilog Appmviov
AcKAnmddng Atovuciov
Awviciog Zakpdrov
Edpévng Atovo(siov)

Aol dviog Ttdyov

MMehoiog Zpevigvoipiog

The basilistai met at least on the ninth day of every month and on the eponymous days to perform
sacrifices and libations to the deities of the temple in Setis and of the First Cataract (and most probably
to the Royal House too): 11. 12-15.

iii. Worship

Deities worshipped
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The basilistai performed sacrifices (bvoiat, thysiai) and libations (omovdai, spondai) to local deities and
probably to the Royal House too (given the fact that they met on the Royal eponymous days (1.14) and
dedicated the present inscription to the local gods (1. 7-11) on behalf of the King, Queen, and Royal
Princes: 11. 1-3 vnép Baciréog IMTrorepaiov kai usidicong | Kheondtpag thg 4deliic, Osdv Edepyetdv,
| kol T®V tékvav, hyper basileos Ptolemaiou kai basilisses Kleopatras tes adelphes, theon Euergeton, kai
ton teknon).

Chnoub-Ammon
Satis-Hera

Anoukis-Hestia
Petempamentes-Dionysus
Petensetes-Cronus
Petensenes-Hermes

Deities of the First Cataract
Royal House (?)

Page 3 of 4


http://ancientassociations.ku.dk/assoc/48

i. Local interaction

ii. Poland concordance

The association was based around the temple of the local gods on the island of Setis. At least one of its
members (Herodes, son of Demophon) held priestly functions in Setis and in nearby temples: cf.
I.Louvre 14 (CAPInv. 48).

Poland B 468

iii. Bibliography

i. Private association

Note
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Letronne, M. (1842), Recueil des inscriptions grecques et latines de | 'Egypte. Paris.
Mooren L. (1977), La hiérarchie de court ptolémaique. Lovanii.

Certain

The terminology used (basilistai), the internal organisation, the officials, the ceremonies, and the type of
dealings in which the group is involved make it certain that we have here a private association.
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